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Greetings, Beloved Faithful of St Nicholas 

A joyous feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul to 

you all-- especially to those of you who celebrate your 

name's day today.  I wish to send along a press re-

lease we received from the Archdiocese this morn-

ing.  It is in regards to recent developments on the 

issue of same-sex unions, and is 

certainly worth our time to read. 

It is very important, in these con-

fusing times, to "speak the truth 

in love":  to warmly accept every 

person we encounter--no matter 

what--as a child of God, precious 

and beloved, without judgment 

or coolness of heart;  while at the 

same time, making it known that 

certain lifestyles which are identi-

fied in Scripture and tradition as 

being hurtful to the soul (such as 

homosexuality) do in fact endan-

ger a person's salvation.  This is 

not an act of bigotry or condem-

nation, but one of loving concern 

for our brothers and sisters. 

We should follow the Archdiocese's lead and speak 

the truth in love on this and other moral afflictions 

(abortion being the most hei-

nous of all) which are steadily 

draining our culture's capacity 

to love God and our fellow man. 

Your friend and servant, 

Fr Seraphim 

_________ 

 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 

8-10 East 79th St. New York, NY 10075-0106  

* Tel: (212) 570-3530 Fax: (212) 774-0237 
www.goarch.org    - Email: communications@goarch.org  

Contact: PRESS OFFICE   

Stavros Papagermanos  pressoffice@goarch.org 

Date : June 29, 2011 

PAN-ORTHODOX CONSENSUS ON SAME-SEX UNIONS 

NEW YORK ð In light of recent events, the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America reminds the 
faithful of the very instructive state-
ment issued already in 2003 by the 
Standing Conference of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
(SCOBA), which was at the time the 
Pan-Orthodox representative body in 
the Americas. The same statement, 

which follows, still stands today. 

SCOBA Statement on Moral Crisis 

in Our Nation 

Wednesday, August 13, 2003 

As members of the Standing Confer-
ence of the Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), 
representing more than 5 million 
Orthodox Christians in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico, we are 
deeply concerned about recent de-
velopments regarding òsame sex 

unions.ó 

The Orthodox Christian teaching on 
marriage and sexuality, firmly 
grounded in Holy Scripture, 2000 

years of church tradition, and canon law, holds that mar-
riage consists in the conjugal union of a man and a 
woman, and that authentic marriage is blessed by God as 
a sacrament of the Church. Neither Scripture nor Holy 
Tradition blesses or sanctions such a union between per-

sons of the same sex. 

Holy Scripture attests that God creates man and woman 
in His own image and likeness (Genesis 1:27-31), that 
those called to do so might enjoy a conjugal union that 
ideally leads to procreation. While not every marriage is 
blessed with the birth of children, every such union exists 
to create of a man and a woman a new reality of òone 
flesh.ó This can only involve a relationship based on gen-
der complementarity. òGod made them male and fe-
maleé So they are no longer two but one fleshó (Mark 

10:6-8). 

SCOBA STATEMENT ON MORAL CRISIS IN OUR NATION 
PAN-ORTHODOX CONSENSUS ON SAME-SEX UNIONS 
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I MPORTANT PARISH I NFORMATION 

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP 
 
Parish Bulletins may be sponsored by any individ-

ual or organization - in commemoration of an event, 
in memory of a loved one, for the health of family 
and friends, or merely to help reduce expenses.  

 

Weekly Bulletin $15  

Monthly Bulletin $75 
 

Contact the Church Office and become a sponsor! 
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TO CONTACT FR. SERAPHIM: 
FR. SERAPHIM IS AVAILABLE 24/7 ON 

HIS CELL PHONE: 253-365-5817 (for 

appointments, questions, problems, 

PLEASE CALL FATHER ON HIS CELL)  

Fr. Seraphim is in the Church Office on 

Thursdays, 9am-12 noon 

Continued from page 1: 

The union between a man and a woman in the Sacra-
ment of Marriage reflects the union between Christ and 
His Church (Ephesians 5:21-33). As such, marriage is 
necessarily monogamous and heterosexual. Within this 
union, sexual relations between a husband and wife are 
to be cherished and protected as a sacred expression 
of their love that has been blessed by God. Such was 
Godõs plan for His human creatures from the very begin-
ning. Today, however, this divine purpose is increasingly 
questioned, challenged or denied, even within some 
faith communities, as social and political pressures 
work to normalize, legalize and even sanctify same-sex 

unions. 

The Orthodox Church cannot and will not bless same-
sex unions. Whereas marriage be-tween a man and a 
woman is a sacred institution ordained by God, homo-
sexual union is not. Like adultery and fornication, homo-
sexual acts are condemned by Scripture (Rom 1:24-27; 
1 Cor 6:10; 1 Tim 1:10). This being said, however, we 
must stress that persons with a homosexual orientation 
are to be cared for with the same mercy and love that is 
bestowed by our Lord Jesus Christ upon all of humanity. 
All persons are called by God to grow spiritually and 

morally toward holiness. 

As heads of the Orthodox Churches in America and 
members of SCOBA, we speak with one voice in ex-
pressing our deep concern over recent developments. 
And we pray fervently that the traditional form of mar-
riage, as an enduring and committed union only be-

tween a man and a woman, will be honored. 

 

August 13, 2003 

À Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

 

À Metropolitan HERMAN 

Orthodox Church in America 

 

À Metropolitan PHILIP, Vice Chairman 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 

 

À Archbishop NICOLAE 

Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of North America 

America and Canada 
 

À Metropolitan CHRISTOPHER, Secretary 

Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA and Canada 

 

À Metropolitan JOSEPH 

Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Church 

 

À Metropolitan NICHOLAS of Amissos, Treasurer 

Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the USA 

 

À Metropolitan CONSTANTINE 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA 

 

À Bishop ILIA of Philomelion 

Albanian Orthodox Diocese of America 
Previously published on the web: http://www.scoba.us/

articles/2003 -08-13-moral-crisis.html 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
MONDAY, JULY 25TH TO SATURDAY JULY 30TH ðCAMP AGAPE  

Friday, July 29thðBible Study 10am 

Sunday, July 31stðFarewell Coffee Hour for LUKE FAMILY ;  

Tuesday, August 2ndðBible Study 10am 

Sunday, August 7thðDance Group Coffee Hour; Festival Meeting  

Tuesday, August 9thðParish Council 6:30pm 

Friday, August 10thðBible Study 10am 

Tuesday, August 16thðBible Study 10am 

Saturday, August 20thðNorthwest Youth Vision Conference 10am-3pm; Leventia Practice 4pm; Family Night 5pm 

Sunday, August 21stï Festival Meeting  

Monday, August 22ndðPhiloptochos Board Meeting 6:30pm 

Tuesday, August 23rdðBible Study 10am 

Sunday, August 28thðAnnual Church Picnic at All Saints Camp on Raft Island  

Tuesday, August 30thðBible Study 10am 

TODAY: Why not be a part of the excitement & accomplishments that will continue the success story our 
ancestors started at our beloved St. Nicholas and have trusted us with its survival and progress  ?  
Please contact Parish Council & Pledge Your Support to one or many of the following committees: 
Z INVENTORY & STORAGE;  STEWARDSHIP;  CEMETERY PLOTS;  FUNDRAISING/SPECIAL EVENTS;   

Z FESTIVALS:  2011 GREEK FESTIVAL on October 7 -9: Please contact Habib Serhan & pledge your support!  

Z SENIOR CITIZENS; COMMUNICATIONS;  FINANCE;  BY-LAWS;   BULDING & GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION ; 

Z LITURGICAL: Father Seraphim;     CHURCH PROGRAMS:  DANCE GROUP;      FAMILY NIGHT;   GOYA:   

Z CHURCH BULLETIN: Habib Serhan & Paula Karanasos 

AUGUST 2011 

 

SUNDAYSðORTHROS 8:00 A.M .ðDIVINE  L ITURGY  9:30 A.M . (SUMMER HOURS END AUGUST 31ST) 

Weekday Services for the Month  
Saturday, July 23rdðPROPHET EZEKIEL Vespers 7pm 
Monday, July 25thðANNA, MOTHER OF PANAGIA Orthros 8am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
Tuesday, July 26thðPARASKEVI Orthros 8am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
Wednesday, July 27thðPANTELIMONOS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7pm 
Thursday, July 28thðIRENE CHRYSOVOLANTOU Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am 
Friday, July 29thðKALLINIKOS Bible Study 10am 
Saturday, July 30th ðSILAS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Chamales Wedding 2pm; Vespers 7pm 
Monday, August 1stðPROCESSION of the CROSS  Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7 pm 
Tuesday, August 2ndðRELICS of STEPHEN  Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Bible Study 10am; Paraklesis 7 pm 

Wednesday, August 3rdðSALOME Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7 pm , Book Study (The River of Fire) 8pm  
Thursday, August 4thð7 YOUTHS OF EPHESUS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7 pm 
Friday, August 5thðPRE-FEAST of TRANS -FIGURATION Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Vespers 7pm 
Monday, August 8thðFeast Day Liturgy with St. Herman parish, Port Townsend, Divine Liturgy 10am 
Tuesday, August 9thðAPOSTLE MATTHIAS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 5pm  

Wednesday, August 10thðLAWRENCE  Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7 pm, Book Study (The River of Fire) 8pm  
Thursday, August 11thð NIPHON Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7 pm 
Friday, August 12thð PHOTIOS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Bible Study 10am; Paraklesis 7 pm 
Saturday, August 13thð MAXIMOS CONFESSOR  Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Vespers 7pm 

Monday, August 15thð DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS Orthros 8am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am 

Tuesday, August 16thð IMAGE OF CHRIST Orthros 6:30am, Bible Study 10am 
Wednesday, August 17thð MYRON No am services; Paraklesis 7 pm, Book Study (The River of Fire) 8pm  

Friday, August 19thð ANDREW THE SOLDIER Orthros 6:30am 
Saturday, August 20thð PROPHET SAMUEL Vespers 8pm 

Monday, August 22ndðManotis Baptism 
Tuesday, August 23rdð APODOSIS OF DORMITION Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Bible Study 10am 

Wednesday, Aug 24thð KOSMAS AETOLAS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am; Paraklesis 7 pm, Book Study 8pm  
Thursday, August 25thð TITUS Orthros 6:30am, Divine Liturgy 7:45am 
Friday, August 26thð ADRIAN & NATALIA No am services; Vespers 7pm 

Saturday, August 27thð PHANOURIOS Orthros 8am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am; Vespers 7pm 

Monday, August 29thð BEHEADTING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  Orthros 8am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am STRICT FAST DAY 

Tuesday, August 30thð ALEXANDER Bible Study 10am 
Wednesday, August 31stð SASH OF THEOTOKOS Paraklesis 7 pm, Book Study (The River of Fire) 8pm  
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OUR 2011 TACOMA½S GREEK FESTIVAL 
October 7 -9 

 

Are you Ready to volunteer and Chair a Booth ?   

 

Our NEXT Meeting is on August 7th after Diving Liturgy  

 

Please contact the Church office,  

or Habib Serhan @ theserhans@gmail.com.   

YOU ARE BEING CHALLENGED!!!  2011 FESTIVAL SPONSORSHIP 

Festival Sponsor-

ships are an im-

portant part of 

the success of 

our festival.  We 

are challenging 

each and every 

parishioner to 

secure a new 

Business Spon-

sorship.  As you 

all know, Spon-

soring compa-

nies will have 

their company 

logos proudly 

displayed within 

the festival bro-

chures, as well 

as on the TV 

screens in the 

lower halls.  And 

for major spon-

sors, company 

names are dis-

played on the 

tent walls.  A 

cover letter and 

sponsorship 

form will be 

emailed soon 

and are at 

Church! 
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2011 Orthodox Youth Vision Forum  

ñWho are we, and who do we want to be?" 
 
The purpose of the YVF is to have a conversation with and about our Puget Sound area Orthodox youth, and ask the 
questions ñWho are we?ò and ñWho do we want to be?ò.  The basic idea is to gather a representative sampling of par-
ents, priests, youth directors and kids themselves and discuss a vision for our Orthodox youth. 

 

It's not intended to produce a new program or "silver bullet".  The idea is primarily to establish a common understand-
ing & assessment of the situation as it exists, and work towards a consensus vision for the future:  both as individual 
parishes with our own programs, and how we can develop an identity as a regional Orthodox youth community   

 

At this point, the goals are: 

 

* "WHO ARE WE?":   getting some idea of where our area youth are at (or not at).  This includes grade-school through 
high school, and a separate (but connected) effort being developed around OCF at several of our Puget Sound area 
college campuses 

 

* Discussing WHY  the situation is what it is (ie, inactivity, spotty participation in parish youth events/groups; parishes 
running separate programs, not maximizing our efforts together; or, alternately, what things are working and why)  

 

* "WHO DO WE WANT TO BE?":  coming to some consensus on how to move forward (with specifics), as parishes 
with our own programs (eg., GOA parishes with dance programs, etc.), and as the larger Puget Sound Orthodox 
community 

 

* Developing a 5 year  Vision and Goals statement, to be distributed to all the participating WOCA parishes  

 

WHAT:  Youth Vision Forum  
WHERE:  St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Tacoma  
WHEN:  Saturday, August 20, 2011 from 10am to 3pm  

WHO:  Youth leaders, Youth Group Directors, Priests and Parents of WOCA parishes  

FESTIVAL BAKING STARTS TUESDAY 8/16/11!  
BAKING WILL BE EVERY MONDAY, TUESDAY &  WEDNESDAY AT 9 AM 

Please Refer to the Calendar for baking schedule 

Ready to Greek Folk Dance?    

We are LEVENTIA!  The group is for those 18+ to rock the stage during the 2011 Festival!  It is open to all adults 

18+ who wish to participate, at any skill level. Our next practice is on Saturday, August 20th, 4pm. Skills will be de-

veloped during practice! George Pirotis will be instructing (and dancing!) with this Dance group. This will be in addi-

tion to our youth dance groups Zephyros and Ellinika Asteria. If you are interested in participating in this great fel-

lowship opportunity, please contact Bobby Bouzinekis at: hbouzinekis@yahoo.com.  

HALL RENTAL  

 

Just a reminder that from August 16th to October 15th there will be no hall rentals of the down-

stairs due to festival preparations. The upper hall will be available for rental as usual.  

http://webmailb.netzero.net/webmail/new/5?userinfo=2982d5d99b320f3f5c67c3720f495170&count=1299988051&randid=499585936##
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NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  

The Church Office will now be open between 9:00am and 12noon on Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays of every 

week.  Fr. Seraphim is in the Church Office on Thursdays, 9am-12 noon! 

July 17,  11 

 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, August 14 after Church in the Upper Hall.  

Even though the deposit deadline has passed, there is still a possibility for a few new applicants.  

Please contact Zach Karanasos, if you are interested! 
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THANK YOU!  

Philia members, guests, and friends wish to thank Fr. Seraphim, and to express our most heartfelt GRATITUDE and 

THANKS to JOHN & KALITSA XITCO  who so graciously and generously provided the bus transportation for the 

Philiasõ recent trip to Leavenworth. Special thanks also to Diane Pirotis who was instrumental in coordinating this 

event.  It was a beautiful day; we enjoyed the scenic ride, restaurants, and small shops. Leavenworth is a lovely little 

Bavarian Town.  A wonderful time was enjoyed by the more than 30 people who were able to attend.  God Bless Us All! 

Our 2011 Parish Pictorial Directories  

The 2011 Parish Pictorial Directories have arrived and are ready to be picked up from the 

Church Office.  PLEASE PICK-UP YOUR COPY TODAY! 

Thank you to all our supportive businesses and parishioners who helped defray the costs of 

producing this Directory by placing a business or a personal memorial ad, and to our Parishion-

ers and Church Organizations for their support with the picture-taking effort and review of their 

ads and information contained within the directory. 

2011 Stewardship  

Fr. Seraphim and the Parish Council extend their sincerest appreciation to all of our beloved Parishioners 

who have turned in their 2011 pledge card and are making their pledges.  If You have not already done so, 

please ask a Parish Council member how to get a pledge card! 

CONDOLENCES  
Our sincere condolences to Claudia Kieszling and family on the recent passing of her beloved 

Mother.  EONIA I MNIMI ñMAY HER MEMORY BE EVERLASTING  

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC  

Save the Date! Sunday, August 28th, 2011.  Join the fun at our annual picnic at All Saints Camp on Raft Island.  Begin 

the day with Services at All Saints Camp ñ Orthros at 8am and Divine Liturgy at 9:30am.  After, the hamburgers & 

buns are provided, the sides are a Potluck Special! Bring your own favorite side, salad, or dessert to share.  Contact 

Diane Pirotis at 206-293-0055 for any questions. 

FAREWELL COFFEE HOUR   

On July 31 st , the Parish Council will be hosting the Coffee Hour in honor of the LUKE FAMILY  who is 

moving to Florida. Please feel free to bring something to the coffee hour if you want.  

Please contact Diane Pirotis at 206 -293 -0055 if you have any questions.  


